S. C. Parringtos, Chief -
Fhoonix Peal Zstats Fleld Offize

J, 8. Arroy. Corpsof Ingineers

137 No. 2nd Avenne

Phoenix, Arizonn

Dear 3. Farrington:

Tals iatter is in refercnce %o a weesiy in Covernor Frle's office on
Jarmuary ‘29, 1354, attended uy representatives of jour office, the Siyxih Aroy
and the Buachuca Signal Corps, -

A that time it was requestad by Govermor Pyle, Arlzona Came and Fish Com-
- nission Chairnman C, J, Mantle a.4 Director John Hall that the Commiss’an he
pemaitied to eontime to use ile 'uashucn area for wildlira study purvoses
and 1o graze the exiesting herd of buffalo, a8 oammatible with Siznal Corps
operations, A% the suggestion cf Novernop Pyle and Avmy persannel at the
meeting, we would iike to polat oul reasons for our past interest in the
Juachucg arag and why we are anxiovsg ‘o conidnue 133 ugs.

As you Inow, when Ford Juachuca was stendoned by the Army several years ago,
the Arigoma Came and Fian Commission, tor congidersbls negotiation, scquir-
ed the grea early in 1949 to Inavsurate gmd conduot a sontimiing wildiife
research and investiggian Progran. Subsequently, a puffelo herd hag gained
attontion locally and statende » vut our primary interest in *he area hag rot
been for this parpose. o .

Fort Huachusa Played an Zmpartant role in the pioneering of +the southregt, not
only from the standpoint of the early settler but from the early nature ex-
plorer as well. 1In itg early history it was host to mary biologiste, Some

of them were military officers whose curiogity led them to investigata the
flora and favna of <he country. Throuzh the Jears ginee then the ares hss
continued {0 claim the interest of nptuwe students because of tha varied
epecies, both plant and onimal, fourd in {tg varying dabitedts f-oq rolling
grasalard %o high, rugged mcuntain peaks, The Heachuca dHountaing sventuall:s
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as one of the most lmportant ‘natural areas ‘of , the ot :
ally 5till holds that distinetion, . -+ w- e :._.,’,3}?“

: ‘use progressed in the early deys throughout ihe Bouthern part of - S

Arizona and the gouthwest great changes oceurred in the vegetal cover, -The ...

Egecv grass stands were virtually eliminated in the desert shrub type and vastly 7
"altered in the higher desert grassiland. The habiitat of wildlife correspond- :

ingly changed. Those pressures of cover and forage reduction, of hunting and

- of human habitation, have influenced the range and populstions of our present

.. wildlife, throvghout the southwest. ‘ : B

v ¢ o wenet S GG B

On For{ Huachuca, howsver, military aotivity since 1887 has prevented live-
gtock grazing in the degree mumrroundinr rarges have received, Thus the flora
on the aroa more nearly approaches that of the pouthwest Lefore gettlement by
man. "It follows, then, that wildlife now on the area find a hadbitat more gim-
ilar to that enjoyed by game species when their populations were more abundant,

Today the Arizans Game and Fish Cammission 18 charged with *he responsibility -
of maintaining end regtoring the state's wildlife for present and future gen-
eratZons. This effort involves certain specialized studies to better tnder-

" stand some of the baste problems in the mansgement aof geme animpls and a
mmter of acadenicelly trained wildlife bilolegists are emmloved for this
Trpoge,  Increased wildlife ropulations throughout Arizora today and recog-
nition of the necessivy of sound range management wherein wild)ife poculations
are coneerned beer out the merit of this poliecy.

After the assquisition of Port fuacluca ia 1949 a specialized wildlife study
was inauvgurated there for the Turpose of studying various phases of game
relatlonshipe and tolerance to habitat. Information gathered by compering
over a period of time the ressticn of various resident species an e Ford
lands with their reactions on lands grazed in varying intensities off the

Fort was to be used to determine tze game species that can be danagzed to pro-
duce a aarvestable surplus irn southern Arizona under pregent land use practice,
and what managenmernt practices can he used an a given species Lo maintain it
and Lo produce o harvestable surplus. Findings would e applicable throughont
the socuthwess,

To that exd the wildlife study projJect progredsed feor two years until the
eacealerated national delanse program necessitated the reactivation of Fort
Iuachuca and e curtailment of tie wildlife program. During the two years a
: camplete inveniory of the Huvachuca range was made which will sarve as &

; pernanent record of plant and animel species on this unique aremin the Jear
[ 1950, Antelovpe and wild wurkey, formerly native to the range, were relntro-
| cuced and the antelope have alreedy spreasd to a considerable poriion of 1ts
former range in southern Arizona as g result. Two species of quail, whieh
' are thought 4o have veen native, were added to +ha resldent scaled, Mearm's
and Cambel's quail to provide five different species of quall oo the limi“ed
vut divergificg TENEs, A buffalo herd was established and the grasglsnd
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-¥hen unprecedented drought conditions necessitated removal from their homeé ranges.
A firm basis for a long term comparative study of the habits and requirements of ~
wildlife species on and off the arem wam begun., Extensive reports in our files,: :
some of which have been transmitted to your office for review, confirm this

statement,

Upon reactivaiion of the Fort in 1951 it was fortunate thet the military cammend
recogniged and hes oontimued to recognize, the values that are certain to come
from the wildlife studies inaugurated, Likewise, the great public interest in : .
te buffalo herd has been considered, During the five year period since 1949 the -
Came and Fish Commission has expended a conziderable arount fram its limited . R
firds in land improvement programs, This has included ocompletely fencing the
Reservation, over half with page wire, edditional watering facilities, cross R
fences, pastures, large corrals and the repair and maintensnce of five dwellings
subsequently used by militery personnel after 1951, A maintensnee foremsn has

been in residence combinuously since 1949 to care for feneas, watering facilitles
and other installations and to handle the buffalo et any time military officials
wished them moved or corralled, - .

In consideration of the above factors it is hoped the Signel Corps Commend and
personnel of your sgency will fiad it possibla to permit us to continue o use .-
the lluachuca area for wildlife purposes in any manner compstible with Signal
Corpa metivities. Our interests would be best served if oconsideration oould be
given the following faotors,

1. Continued use of the northern portion of the area, designated
as Unit No. 1, as provided in the existing 25 vear lease.

2. The use of the southeastern portion, designated as Umit Ho, 4,
to permit the proper grazing managewent of Unit No, 1 and to rrovide an area
to which the buffalo cen be moved in the event Unit ¥o. 1 1s needed for Signal
Corps or National Gusrd activiities from time to time. :

3. A minimm of disturbance, not nsceasary in Signal Corps oper-
ations, to wildlife species and their habitat 1a the mounta’-ous area, desig-
nated as Unit No, 6, : :

4. Peraission for a maintensnce careteker to remain in residence.

5. Periodic mceeszs by department biologists, maintemance crews
and other persommnel,

1LY

6. Jurisdiction over wildlife species by 4the Comlssion as
provided by atate law. :

o

Ye might polst out thet 1t would be impossitle for us to remove

{
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the buffelo from the Fuachuca area becauge other range 1s pot av:dlable. RIS

Cur Ouly,recrmrse, in the evert remcval ia desired, 15 to shoot them and
dispose of the meat,

7. Public access where posaible,

In closing, wa want to assure ¥ou end Cena—gl Lenzner that e ars most
anxious to cooperate, ng in the past, In my ¥ny and st g13) times with
mnembers of the Cammand ing Officor's atalf,

Thank Jou for rour cortinueg interest,
‘ Very truly Jours,

| *;-/:'MJ Sy A T
.Il. .
JOrN ¥, HALL, Director

Arizona Came ang Fish Camisgsion
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